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Inquiring Minds Want to Know 
 

I’m sure you’ve heard the questions before… Why is the sky blue? What makes the grass grow? How do 

the clouds get in the sky? Children are masters at asking questions in order to make sense of the world 

around them. “Wonder keeps the imagination alive and curiosity well-tuned. Asking questions is part of 

remaining open to wonder and alert to the world around you. Asking questions is how you make sense 

of the world. Asking questions is about taking risks and pushing the envelope. Asking questions is about 

furthering passions and satisfying curiosities. Questions indicate engagement. They are a fundamental 

part of being a human being.”   (From: Seven Keys to Comprehension by Susan Zimmermann and Chryse 

Hutchins)   

 

A fundamental part of the IB program is the chance for children to pose and act on their questions. How 

can you help? Share your questions. To encourage deeper thinking, pose open-ended questions that 

help build excitement. These are some questions that encourage thinking and require more than a one 

word answer: 

 

I wonder…? 

Why do you suppose…? 

What if…? 

Why do you think this happened? 

What do you think about this…? 

 

 “Be a mentor for your child. Share your questions. Ponder them. Laugh about them. Let one question 

lead to another. Keep going deeper with them. Encourage your child to ask the tough questions. Remind 

her that questions lead to new ideas and perspectives. Let her know that even though there are not 

always answers, what is important is the quest.” 

Keep track of burning questions. Use them as a springboard to search for answers in other resources. 

Have fun! Inquiring minds want to know! 

This website is based on questions that children might ask.  

http://wonderopolis.org/about/ 

 

“The important thing is not to stop questioning. Curiosity has its own reason for existing.” Albert Einstein  
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